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He ſendeth forth his Commandment on Earth, his 
Word runneth very ſwiftly. He giveth Snow +» 
lite Wool : He ſcattereth the Hoar Froſt like 
Ashes. He caſteth forth his Ice like Morſels: 
Who can ſtand before his Cold? He ſendeth 
out his Word, and melteth them: He caaſeth 
his Wind to blow, and the Waters flow. 


C HE Egyptiant, who were famous for their 
 Knowledg, and communicated the Scien- 
ces to many Parts of the World, were moſt 

ignorant and fottiſh in their Thoughts of 
GOD, and as brutiſh in their Worſhip of him. They 
fancy'd a Multitude of particular Gods, as included 
and ſhut up within the Bodys of Sheep and Oxen, 
Goats and Dogs, Oc. and many other more interior 
Creatures, whom therefore they worſhip'd, to the 

Number of Thirty Thonſand Gods. 

The Romans (more poliſh'd and renown'd for Ci- 
vil Prudence) were comparatively wiſer in their Re- 
ligious Worſhip : and for a long Time after the Cotte 
ſtitutions of Numa Pompilius, they refus'd to admit 
any Images of the Divinity in their Common-wealth ; » 
as believing that God was every where viſible, by 
ſome Impreſſions of Divinity in every Creature, in 
every Action, in every Event. But by reaſon of the 
Darkneſs of a carnal Mind, and the Want of Scrip- 
ture-Revelation, they became vain in their Imagina- 

tions, and ran into numberleſs Superſtitions unwor- . 

thy of GOD. That Truth however, of which they 

had but obſcure and imperfe& Notices, we may vuſe- 
fully conſider, by Reaſon inlighten'd from the Holy 

Scriptures, viz. That GOD hath viſibly diſcover'd 
himſelf in his Works of Nature, and common Pro- 

5 4 3 vidence; 
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vidence ; that in theſe there are ſome Lineaments 
and Footſteps of his Eternal Power and Godbead; that 
ſome Syllables of him may be obſerv'd, 18 read in 
the Book of the Creatures. 

And as every thing is beautiful in its sSesfon, this 


Part of his Works, which the Pſalmiſt here menti- 1 
ons, is proper for our Contemplation ar this Time of | 


The Year. The extreme Cold of the Seaſon. may aſliſt 
to warm our D otion and Reverence towards GOD; 
while we ſeriouſly conſider theſe Works of his Hand, 
theſe Wonders of his Goodneis, Wiſdom, and Power, 


in giving Snow like Hool, and commanding Froſt and | 


Ice, and by a Word diſſolving it, &c. 


The Title and Concluſion of this Pſalm, Hallelujah | 


(with which this and ſome that follow do both begin 


and end) is a Call and Exhortation to celebrate the 
I ſhall not enquire into the | 
Time of penning of this Pſalm, or of the Authors | 


hiph Praiſes of GOD. 


of it: The whole is an lavitation to praiſe God ; 
and two forts of Arguments are imploy'd to preſs i it: 
duch as are taken from his general. Goodneſs and 
Bounty to all the World, and ſuch as relate to his 
__ Jpecial Favour and Kindueſs to his People. So were 
the Jews in a peculiar manner under the Names of 
Sion and Jeruſalem, Their Temporal Bleſſings and 
Their Privileges, as to Religion, are both mention'd. 


„As to the former Sort, you have the Four principal 


Parts of a People's Profperity, Dix. Strength of 
Places, Multitude of Inhabitants, civil Peace, and 
plentiful Proviſions. Praiſe the Lord, 0 Jeruſalem ! 
Praiſe thy God, O Sion! who bath ſtreng then d the Bars 
f thy Gates, and ble ſed thy Children Shay thee, and 
made Peace within thy 3 and filleth thee with the 
'Fat, or fineſt of the Wheat, ver. 12 13, 14. | 
This bath God done for us, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, 
($1 ' by the ſame Almighty, Sovereign Power, which 
« continuaily ſhews it felf in the World, in every 
For, when be ſends forth bis 
8 + Commungment on the Earth, his Word runneth weory 
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ts * ſwiftly. He hath done it powerfully, by a Word of 
at „ Command: and ſwiftly too, for he but ſpeaks the 
in WM * Word, and it is done. Aſtoniſhing Power indeed! 
< that after an hard Winter, whereby every thing 
1is MW © almoſt on the Earth ſeem'd- to be killed, he can 
i- give a plentiful Harveſt, and a fruitful Seaſon, 
of * Tis He hath done this, who gives Snow like Wool, 
iſt that deſcends ſilently, and lies on the Ground like 
); a Fleece of Wool; ſo that no Sheep is more warm- 
d, ly clad with Wool than the Earth by great Snows. 
er, At other times he gently ſcatters his hoary Froſt like 
nd x © Aſhes. Tis He, who in a Winter-Seaſon, caſteth 
forth his Ice like Morſels, that a Multitude of ſmall 
jah pieces of Ice may be ſeen upon the Earth, like Mor- 
rin “ /els of Bread, without any Appearance of Water, 
he © or Moiſture in them. And this he ſometimes ac- 
he WW © companys with ſuch Extremity of Cold, as none 
ors „ can reſiſt the Force of it, or long ſupport it. Nei- 
4; ther Man, nor Beaſt on Earth, nor the Fiſhes in 
it: © the Ponds and Rivers, are long able to endure it. 
nd “ho can ſtand befcre his Cold? On the other Hand, 
his © bis Power is as great in the ſudden Change of the 
ere © Weather, He ſendeth out bis Word, and meltetb 
of „ them, i. e. theſe Morſels of Ice; he cauſeth bis Win 
nd &© to blow, and the Snow and Ice is diſſolv'd, and the 
'd. « Waters flow again, i. e. he cauſeth a ſudden Thaw 
pal by the warm Breath of ſofter Winds, that the- 
of Waters come down in full Streams on the Valleys. 
ind By theſe Things the Power and Providence of GOD 
m is made known to the World; but *tis the peculiar 
ars privilege of his People, that he diſcovers himſelf to 
and them in another and better manner. As it follows 
the in the Cloſe of the Pſalm, Ver. 19, 20. He hath 
ſhew d his Word unto Jacob, his Statutes and his Judg- 
iſt, ments unto Iſrael : He bath not dealt ſo with every Nati- 
1ch on; as for his Judgments they have not kuown them. 


Other People might receive Showers and Snow out 
of the Clouds, but not the Laws and Command ments 


| of God, as the eus did upon Mount Sinai. He bath 
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| * God, O Sion! 
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another Method of inſtructing Jerufalem and Sion; gat 
not by Froſt, and Snow, and Ice only, and the Divine 
Word of Power and Wiſdom that cauſeth them; 
but by his Statutes and Judgments, which in a glo- | 
rious manner he deliver'd to em from Heaven. Such 
a Revelation of his Will, no other Nation was to be 
ſavor'd with beſides the Jews, until the Meſſias, WW"! 
promis'd to all Nations, as well as to them, ſhould i 
come and break down the Partition-Wall. For all | 


which Bleſſings, Praiſe the Lord, O Jo nj. f Freie 


Here I ſhall endeavour Two Things : 2 


l 0 ſhew how theſe Works of GOD 3 men- | 
tion'd do objeQively praiſe him, or bear Teſtimony Plal, 
to his Being and Perfections. Pal. 

II. That We ought to praiſe and acknowledg GOD, eas 


and give Glory to him, on the Account of tbeſe his RP ſal. 


Works. And as the Application and Improvement 
of the former, I ſhall direct you in ſome lnſtances, Pow: 
how to do RR thick 


I. Theſe Works of GOD (which the Winter. Land! 
Seaſon eſpecially calls us to contemplate, ſuch as Froſt N Job 3 
ond Snow, and Ice and Cold) do objectively praiſe Hof, t 
him : They bear Teſtimony to the Exiſtence of a en 
. GOD, as the Author of them, and to ſeveral of the 4“ 
Divine Perfections. He challengeth a Propriety in Meme 


- theſe Things, as bis Works, He forms all the Mete- ive 


ors at firſt, as well as gives them their Commiſſion e, 
_ afterward. Among all the mighty Monarchs of the Who 
Earth, there is none can condenſe the Waters, or 
congeal them; can command the Froſt or Snow to Rigt 
be on the Earth, or to be diſſoly'd. But by bis Breath . 
the Froſt, is given, and the Breadth of the Waters ſtrait- |*** © 
ned. He ſaith to "the Snow, Be thou on the Earth; like- Hea 
miſe to the ſmall Rain, and to the great Rain of bis 6 
Strength, Job 37. 6,—-10. The Waters are dry'd ure 
* aa the Command of his Word, and they flow m 
| again 
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gain by his Order. Ver. 7. He ſealeth up the Hand 
$f every Man, by an extreme Froſt ; be. bindeth their 

Hands from working, (in the Fields eſpecially, and as 


10 Wo ſeveral Trades) that al Men may know bis Work. 
ack Mat ſuch a Seaſon they have Leiſure and Opportuni- 
) be y to conſider it more ſeriouſly, when by reaſon of 
515 Ile Froſt, the Waters are hid as with a Stone; that is, 
old With Ice as hard as a Stone. Job 38, 30. And the 


ace of the Deep is frozen : Not only little Ponds and 
Rivulets, but great Rivers, and ſometimes an Arm 
pf the Sea. And then tis his Prerogative to make 
the Waters flow, and the Rivers return to their 
wonted Courſe. Faqs 
Theſe and all other Creatures are his Servants, 
Pſal. 119. 91. by whom he is punQually obey'd. 
(al. 135. 6. Whatſoever be pleaſeth, that doth he, in 
eaves and Earth,and Air and Sea,and all deep Places. 
Pſal. 104. 3. The Clouds are his Chariot, wherein he 
Wrides in the viſible Demonſtrations of his glorious 
Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. - P/al. 18. 11. The 
thick Clouds of the Sky are ſaid to be bis Pavilion, as if 
he reſided there as a General, to command the Winds 
ter. (and Meteors, and give out their ſeveral Commiſſions, 
rot (ob 37, 11, 12. They are all turn'd about, and diſpos'd 
aiſe Jof, by bis Counſel ; to do whatſoever he commands them,» 
of a on the Face of the World in the Earth. And by water- 
the ing be wearys the thick Cloud; that is, he ſends 'em to 
in remote Places to empty themſelves, "ill they can 
te. give down no more. By this watering he is ſaid to 
Tion veary the Clouds ;, ſpeaking after the manner of Men, 
the who are weary'd with long Journeys. 3 
— How ſolemnly doth God challenge this to be his 
to Right, as Creator and Original of all things! Iſa. 
eath 40. 12. My Hand, ſaith he, bath laid the Foundati- 
ait- ens of the Earth, and my right Hand bath meeted out the 
ike. Heavens as a Span; and when I call (unto all, or any 
bi: of them) they ſtand up together, as Servants in a Po- 
ry'd {ture of Readineſs, to obſerve my Direction, and do 
iow m Pleaſure. And no Wonder if they all obſerve 
ein pos oe. 


- 


bis Orders, when it was his Word brought 'em into 


' ſeth. There is not a Breath of Wind can ſtir, to 
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Being. He is the Father of the Rain He begetteth tl: 
Drops of Dew He owns all the Treaſures of Snow: 
He holds all the Winds in bis Fiſk, Be needs but open 
his Hand, to let it blow from any Quarter he. plea. 


bind up the Waters, or melt 'em, but as he appoints,} 
He is ſaid to walk, to ride, to fly upon the Wings of 
the Wind, Pſal. 104. 3. 107. 27. and 148. 8. Some 
of the Heathens had ſuch a Senſe of the Neceſlity of 
God's governing the Winds, that they devis'd a 
God on purpoſe (Aolus) whom they teign'd to have 


the Care and Dominion of em. The like may be ff - 
faid of all the other Meters. l 
We may conſider more particularly how the Glory Pan 
of God appears in theſe his ordinary Works, how ſuſt 
they ſhew forth his Praiſe; 1. As to the Nature and ſel\ 


Cauſes of them. 2. The wonderful Variety of them. ſior 
3. Their regular Succeſſion in their proper Seaſons. the 
4. Their abſolute intire Subjection to the Diſpoſal | whe 
of God, Laſtly, The many excellent, Purpoſes for inf 
which they ſerve, as thus manag'd, and directed by ſta 
his Sovereign Will and Wiſdom.  .. . | | 

1. If we look into their Nature and Original], it 


will ſoon be fotind they are the Works of GOD, ne 


and can have no other Parent or firſt Cauſe to pro- u 


« duce 'em. We underſtand but little of the Nature 


of Heat and Cold, Drineſs and Moiſture, and how Þ th 
Skilfully they are mix'd and temper'd together; of de 
how ſmall Parts the Meteors of the Air conſiſt, and tt 
how they are united; how the Vapours are collected, * 
whereof the Clouds are form'd; and how there ®' 
ſhould be ſuch a mighty Force in a Combination #7 
of em; when apart conſider'd, there is nothing tt 
weaker, or more inconſiderable than a Vapour, 1 I 
to which the Life of Man is compar'd for its | n 


Fratlty, We know not how the liquid Waters are © 


chang d into ſolid Ice, and hardned as a Rock, and I 
then ſoftned by the turn of the Wind. It 1s 4 the : 
TS | Worx 


into Work of God, Jer. 10. 12. Who made the Earth by 
th the bis Power, eſtabliſſyd the World by his Wiſdom, and 
now: ¶ ſtretched out the Heavens by kis Diſcretion, Job. 38. 
open Who elſe is the Parent of the Rain? Out of whoſe Womb 
plea. came the Ice 7 The Hoary Froſt of Heaven, who bath 
r, to gendred it? Haſt thou Pte into the Springs of the 
nts. Sea ? or walk'd in ſearch of the Depth? Have the Gates 
gs off of Heaven been open to thee ? Haſt thou percery'd the 
dome Breadth of the Earth 2 Declare if thou knoweſt it all, 
y of Where is the way where Light dwells ? And as for Dark- 
d a neſs, what is the Place thereof? Haſt thou enter'd into 
have the 1reaſures of Snom? Or haſt thou ſeen the Treaſures 
y be of Hail? &c. 
| Who can diſtinctly explain the Formation and Ex- 

lory & panſion of the Clouds? How they are ballanc'd and 
how ſuſtain'd in the Air, how they dilate and ſpread them 
and! ſelves (much leſs how far they ſhall) what Commiſ- 
nem. ſion they carry, where and when they ſhall unburden 
ſons. themſelves ? c. This is one of the Works of bim, 
zoſal / who is perfect in Knowledg, Job 37. 15, 16, 17. and 
for! infinite in Power, So far are we from a full under- 
d by! ſtanding of theſe things, that we know not how gur 
"| Clothes do keep us warm, when God quiets the Earth with 
it a South- wind. The like ſecret Influence of his Be- 
OD, nediction is neceſſary to It, as to make our Food Yo 
pro- nouriſh us. 
ture Moreover, what but a Divine Power can uphold 
how the Clouds in the Air, when they are fill'd with Wa- 
of ter? "Tis no leſs a Wonder, (as one expreſſes it) 
and than if you ſhould ſee a Tun of Water contain'd 
ted, within a Cobweb, as ſtrongly as in a Veſſel of Braſs 
ere or lron, The ſame Almighty Power (Job 36. 27.) 
tion maketh ſmall the Drops of Water, in the Clouds, that 
ing they pour down Rain according to the Vapour thereof; 
QUT, That the Clouds diſtil in gentle Showers, and do 
its not fall down all at once. The Original and Cauſe 
are of theſe things is manifeſtly Divine : T here is much 
and in the Nature of *em paſt our Line to fathom ; as be- 
the ing the Product of Infinite Power, and unſearchable 


or; 
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Wiſdom, B 2. God 


not caſual, but a Divine Appointment ; eſpecially if 3 


| obſerve their Turns. O Lord, faith the Pſalmiſt, 
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2. God is prais'd by the wonderful Variety and Tolne 
Diverſity of theſe his Works in ſeveral Countrys, 1 and d 
and in our own. Thus the Air is ſometimes more 7 
dry, and ſometimes moiſt ; ſometimes calm, at other 
times ſtormy : The Weather is ſometimes clear, ſome- WM 
times cloudy ; ſometimes warm, at other times cold: JR 
In ſome, Months we have more Rain, in others more 
Sun-ſtine : The Winds blow ſometimes from this BY 
Quarter, and ſometimes from a different or contrary 
one; now more gently, at another time with more 2 
Violence. Tis the Work of GOD, and an Inſtance 
of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that as in ſome parts 
of the Year the Air is ſtuft with Clouds, and the 


Heavens darken'd by the low Deſcent of thick Va- 


pours ; in others, the Sky is ſerene and clear, like a 3 


Moulten Looking - -glaſs. At one time the Earth is E 


cleft and broken into Duſt by the Heat of Summer ; 
and then we find it cover'd with Snow, or harden'd Avi 
like Ice, by the Cold of Winter. T bis Variety is Fa: 


we canhider. - - -- 2 
. Tbe Regular Succeſſion of theſe Works of God in 5 
their proper Seaſons : That after the Darkneſs of every 
Night, there is a ReſurreQion of Light every Morn- 
iog; and that Winter and Summer, Spring and Au- 
tumn, Seed-time and Harveſt do not ceaſe, but duly di 


Pſal. 74. 16, 17. the Day ts thine, and the Night alſo 
is thine « Thou baſt prepar'd the Ligbt and the Sun : 
Thou haſt made Summer and inter, Pſal. 104. 30. 
Thom reneweſt the Face of the Earth, every Spring: 
Praiſe ye the Lord! Ho manifeſt is the Kindneſs. 1 
and Wiſdom of God herein ! That we might not be 
prejudic'd by too ſudden a Paſſage from the Extre- Þ 
mity of Summer's Heat, to the violent Cold in the Me. 
depth of Winter, nor on the contrary : And that the Fro 


Earth, which hath been dry'd and ſpent by the Heat [his 


and Fruit of the Summer, may be moiſten'd, and Þ 
cleans'd, and prepar'd by the Winter for new Fruit © Ab; 
vinels Þ 
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nd | Ae another Year. And after the Widowhood 
Ys, | and deſolate Condition of the Earth in Winter, the 
ore Spring calls up the Sap and juice of Trees into new 
ber! Leaves and Fruit; and makes the Plants lift up their 
ne- Heads, to provide new Supplys of Nouriſhment for 
Id: Man and Beaſt. So wiſe and good is GOD to all his 


ore Creatures. 

this ls not this an undeniable Argument of a moſt Wiſe, 
ary and Kind, and Almighty Being, by whom all things 
ore Ware thus eſtabliſh'd ? To preſerve the Succeſſion of 


nce Day and Night, Winter and Summer, by whirling 
ts about every Day and Year this maſſy Globe of Earth, 
the Mor (which is more ſtrange) the Sun and other Pla- 
Va- Inets, with ſo unconceivably ſwift a Motion, as muſt 
e a 
| Is ſhatter the whole Frame in pieces, if not govern'd 
er; by the infinite Wiſdom and Power of God. So con- 
n'd vincing is the Diſcovery of glorious Wiſdom, as well 
is Mas Power in the diſpoſing of theſe things, and in the 
if regular Succeſſion of them; and ſo exact a Know- 
ledg of Times and Seaſons, Days and Years, is 
in thereby had, that the ſimpleſt Ideot in a Country 
ery can tell you, when the Sun is withdrawn from his 
Eyes, at what time it will return, and by what De- 
grees his Days and Nights ſhall either increaſe or? 
diminiſn; and what proportion of Time he ſhall 
have for his Labour in this Seaſon of the Year, and | 
alſo | | what in that; without the leaſt Suſpicion or Fear 
un : 4 {that it ſhould fall out otherwiſe. 
All this is by his Order and Conſtitution, who 
worketh all things after the Counſel of his own 
Will: Tho? the Degree of Heat or Cold, and the 
Quantity of Rain, which every Gountry, and every 
re- Z part of it ſhall have in one Year, and particularly the 
the | Meaſure of Snow, and the Extremity or Duration of 
the Froſt, are directed with great Variety, according to 
eat his 7 Which briogs me to conſider, 
and That GOD is to be prais'd, and own ZN in the 
uit- 4 ute Subjection of all theſe things to bis Sovereign Will, 


NR LY ED 


B 2 He 


Y long ago have increas'd to an infinite Exceſs, ſo as to 


* 


— 
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He ſendeth out his Word, he giveth forth his Or- ine 
ders, and the Freſt and Snow either come or go at Fla 
his Call; and where he ſends them, they fulfil his of 
Word. Pſalm 47. 6, 7. He is King over all the Earth, RF and 
ſing Praiſes unto GOD our King, ſing Praiſes. His ! 
way is in the Whirlwind, and the Clouds are the Duſt of tiv 
bis Feet. As to us, the Wind bloweth where it liſt- the 
eth; we hear the Sound, and feel the Force of it, cor 
not knowing whence it comes, or whither it goes; or 
| but not a Puff or breath of it can ſtir without his the 
' Direction. This is true of the Rain, and of all up 
bother Particulars, Jer. 14. 22. Can any among ibe He 
Vanitys of the Gentiles cauſe Rain? Or can the Heavens its 
(of themſelves) give Showers Art not thou He, O wl 
Lord our God Can any of the Monarchs, and Mighty Po 
Men of the Earth call for Rain in a Time of Drought? ov 

| Or can they turn the Bottles of Heaven another way, ap 
l when there is too much? Pſalm 105. 25. He with- be 
| boldeth the Waters, and they are dry'd up; be ſendeth bo 
1 them forth, and they overflow the Earth, Canſt thou lift 1 
| up thy Voice to the Clouds, (faith God to Fob, Chap. Ef 
| 38. 34,35, 27, 38.) that abundance of Waters may an 
| cover thee . Canſt thou fend Lightnings, that they ſhail 3 Sh 
i Jo, and ſay unto thee, Here we are? Who can number | 0 
che Clouds in Hiſdom? Or who can ſtay the Bottles of is 
Heaven, when the Duſt groweth into Hardneſs, and tie th 

'-: Clods cleave faſt together £ To command the Winds, th 
aand to rule the Waters, and limit the Waves of the yi! 
| Sea, is one of thoſe Glorys of God, wherein Men # 
| have not attempted to rival him, Canutus the firſt th 
| of the Daniſh Kings of England, being at Southamp- * of 
ton, (to convince and reprove his Flatterers, wo J 
cry'd up his Dominion and Power, as if he were ge 
Lord of Sea and Land) commanded that his Chair of re 
State ſhould be ſet on the Shore when the Sea began 


= 


to flow; and fitting down there in the Preſence of“ 
bis many Attendants, he commanded the Waters 
not to touch bis Feet, or wet his Robes : but the 
Sea keeping its uſual Courle of Tide, and not obey- = 0 
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| 1 ing him, he took that Occaſion to rebuke the fooliſh 


| Flattery of his Followers, and manifeſt the Weakneſs 


| | ils: in compariſon of GOD, whom Heaven 
and Earth, and Air and Sea obey. 


Such Dominion and Power is the Divine Preroga- 
tive: He can call for the Waters of the Sea, or ſtop 
them, and make a Path through the Ocean, He can 
command the Vapours in the Bowels of the Earth, 
or cauſe his Wind to enter there, and thereby make 
the Foundations of a City or Country, and ſwallow 
up the Inhabitants at once with their Habitations. 
He can raiſe a Wind, that ſhall make the Sea to break 
its Banks, and cauſe terrible Inundations of Water, 
V Towns and Citys have been turn'd into 
Ponds, intire Provinces ruin'd, and whole Iſlands 
overwhelm'd and ſwallow'd up, ſo as never more to 
appear. But the Waves can't paſs one Foot or Inch 
| beyond the Limits of thoſe Sands wherewith he bath 
| bounded the Sea. Tho' it be upon a plan level, the 
Water ſhall ſpread no farther, which without the 
| Efficacy of a Divine Order 1 it would certainly do ; 
and the Waves be no more ſtop'd by the Sand on the 
Shore, than an enrag'd Army would retire upon the 


| Opp tion of a Straw in the Hand of an Infant, It 


is bridled by his Power from ſpreading it ſelf over 
the whole Earth. Some underſtand that Paſſage of 
the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 104. 4. He maketh his Angels Spi- 
rits, his Miniſters a flaming Fire, agreeable to the 
Hebrew Text; He maketh the Winds his Angels, and 
the Flame, or Flames of Fire, i. e. the fiery Meteors 
of the Air, Thunder and Lightning, &c. to be his 
Miniſters. He uſeth them as well as the Holy An- 
gels, to execute his Will; and they as certainly and 
readily obey his Commands. 
Tis by the ordinary fix'd Laws of the Creation, 

which God hath ſettled, (and we call the Courſe of 


Nature) that the Sea is "contain'd within its Bounds, 


that the Sun keeps its Sphere, and the Stars their 
Oger, and the Winter ſucceeds the Summer; oo 
the 
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the like Cauſes produce the like Effects every, Year 
in their proper Seaſons ; God requiring that which 
is paſt, Eccleſ. 3. 15. or calling back that which 
was driven away. There is a ſettled Rule in all 
theſe Changes, from which ſecond Cauſes do not 
ordinarily vary; butGOD may, when ever he plea- 3 
ſeth, lengthen out the Heat of Summer, and in- 
tend it, or ſharpen the Froſt in Winter, and pro- 
long it, in one Country, and one Year, more than 


in another. 

5. Theſe Works of God do praiſe him by the ex- 
cellent Uſes and Purpoſes for which they are employ'd, 
They know not the Order they obſerve, or the Sub- 
ordination and Regularity they keep, or the Ends 
they accompliſh, or any of the Errands on which 
they are ſent ; but there is the Counſel of Heaven in 
forming and uſing all of them. He maketh Vapours 
to aſcend from the Ends of the Earth ; and all the 
Meteors of the Air to execute his Will. He pro- 
portions the airy and watry Parts together; He 
forms the Clouds, and then breaks one of thoſe 
Heavenly Bottles, to ſend down a retreſhing Shower 
on ſuch or ſach a part of the Earth. His Winds carry 
about the Clouds to remote Places in Summer and 
Winter. Theſe he holds in his Band, and lets 'em 
out in Weight and Meaſure, to accompliſh his Sove- 
reign Pleaſure ; and when one Command is done, 


' The Wind returns by its Circuit, to execute another, 


Ekel. 1. 6. 

The Epicureans of old urg'd againſt the Belief of 
a Divine Providence, as unconceivable, and there- 
fore incredible, That the Gods ſhould be ſufficient 
for ſuch differing and diſtracting Employments, 
as, according to the Exigencys of Nature's Works, 
to make the Sun ſhine in one place, the Rain ſhower 
down in another, the Winds to blow in a third, the 
Lightning to Aaſh in a fourth, the Thunderbolts to 
fall in a fifth, and other Bodys ro act and ſuffer ac- 


_ cording to their ſeveral Natures, All theſe we be- 


lieys 


$4 
1 


neve on good Grounds, are really perform'd by 
= GOD, with a Wiſdom that reaches to the utmoſt 
= Extent of the Univerſe. 
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All theſe Works proclaim the Wiſdom, the Pow- 


er, the Faithfulneſs, the Mercy, and ſometimes the 
2X Juſtice of GOD, in the great Purpotes they ſerve. 
He cauſeth them to come, whether for Correction, or 
or his Land, or for Mercy, Job 37. 13. 7.e, either 

tor the Puniſhment and Correction of a. particular 
People or Perſon ; or for his Land, (that which is 
not inhabited by Man, but by inferior Creatures 
= only, or rather) for the whole Earth, which is the 
Lord's; and ſo muſt be underſtood of more general 
= Judgments, ſuch as Noah's Deluge, as yet freſh in 
Memory when Job liv'd : Or for Mercy, and fo eſpe- 
4 cially they are us'd in every part of the World, and 
E in every 
2 his Word, by uſing any of theſe Creatures, not only 
for different, but contrary Services; ſometimes to 
2 preſerve, ſometimes to deſtroy, ſometimes to fulfil 
a Promile, and at another time to execute a Threat- 
ning: So have Fire and Water, Clouds and Rain, 
2 Stormy Winds and Tempeſt, Froſt and Snow, Cc. 
been employ'd for Correction or Mercy, for Good, or 
Hurt, to encourage, preſerve, and reward good Men; 
to terrify, reſtrain, humble, and puniſh the Wicked. 


Age. He can glorify himſelf, and fulfil 


We read, Job 38. 22, 23. of Treaſures of Hail, 
and Treaſures of Snow which God bath reſerv'd againſt 


I the Time of Trouble, againſt the Day of Battle, to pu- 
niſh a wicked People. 
1 in the Hiſtory of England, of the great * Miſchief 
£2 which hath been done by extraordinary Snows, 


We have ſeveral Inſtances 


and 
And 


Our Chronicles tell us, That in Edward the C onfeſſorꝰs Time, 
= there fell ſuch abundance of Snow in January, which continu*d til 
be middle of March, that almoſt all Cattle and Fow! periſh'd, and 
© there was an exceſſive Dearth follow'd, And that in Henry IV. bu 
Keign, in bis Ninth Tear, the Froſt and Snow continu*d all December, 


5 8 — 


a long continu'd Froſt. 
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© January, February and arch: So that almoſt all ſmall Birds died 
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And in ſuch Winters, how many poor Familys are 
reduc'd to the utmoſt Extremity, and very many, dit 
doubtleſs, ſtarv'd to Death with Hunger and Cold? 

if How ealily can God impoveriſh or deſtroy a City, Wan 
* Country, or Kingdom, by Froſt and Snow ? Or pu- the 
| niſh a People by Storms, Hail, Rain, Thunder and Ea 
Lightning? *Tis of theſe that ſome underſtand that Wor 
Paſſage in the Song of Deborah and Barak, that the 
Stars in their Courſes fought againſt Siſera, Judg. 5. 23, 
and the rather becauſe tis added, that the River Ri- 
ſhon ſwept them away, He can make the Heavens 
over us to be as Braſs, and the Earth Iron: He can 
deny the former and latter Rain in their Seaſon, or 
| ſend too much: and by theſe and many other ſuch 
Methods, turn a fruitful Land into a barren Deſert, 
for the Iniquitys of them who dwell therein. He can 
humble Merchants and Seamen by Stormy Winds and) 
Tempeſts, ſinking their Ships and Cargo, when 
return'd, after a proſperous Voyage, in fight of 
their Port. He can deprive Zebulon (the Mariner's% 
Tribe) of the Harveſt of the River, by blocking 
them up in their Havens by a long Froſt. He breaks ® 
the Ships of Tarſhiſh with an Eaſt Wind; and can ſcat-$ 
ter and deſtroy the moſt formidable Armado, which 
was thought Invincible. Such things we have ſeen, 
and our Fathers have told us of the like in their® 
* Days, and in the elder Times before them, Prai/® 
ye the Lord. | 1 


— —_— 0 


« 8 1 n 5 * 


— — — 2 — — — 3 
of Hunger. In the Reign of King Edward III. the Froſt in England 
ot * Months, from 18 mile of September, to the Non 
of April. Aud in Henry VIII's Time, in the 15th Tear of bis Reigi 
after great Rains and Winds, there follow'd ſo fore a Froſt, a 
multitudes of People loſt their Fingers, or Toes, or Nails, &c. 1% 
In the 6th Tear of King James I. Ann. Dom. 160g, 4 Froſt beg, 
in December which laſted ill April, that not only loaden Carts wf 
driven over the Thames, but many Fowl and Fiſh periſh*d, and mu 
of the Herbage in Gardens. Tou remember the Great Froſt , 1689 
when Coaches plied upon the Thames, and thouſands of Shops ul 
Sheds were raiſt4 upon the Ice. | _ 
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Bull ; 


A Sermon of Froſt and Snow, &c. 17 
s are But by theſe Works of God, he doth uſually 
any, {diſpenſe his Mercy, and expreſs Kindneſs to the 
old? MChildren' of Men. In ſome Countrys, as in Lap. 
zity, and, not only doth the Snow abide all the Year on 
pu- the Mountains, but during the whole Winter the 
and Earth is cover d with Snow. And conſiderinę that 
that Wor ſome Months of Winter, the Sun riſeth not above 
t the Mheir Horizon, or not much above it, this is rather 
. 23, n Advantage than an an Inconvenience. For by 
Ki- be Light of the Snow they are enabl'd ro work by 
avens Day, and to travel ſafely by Night *. 
e can Neither may we over-look the Uſefulneſs of the 
n, or dif lved Snow on the Mountains, and other Parts of 
- ſuch ehe World, where the Ground is not manur'd by 
eſert, de Husbandman; not only that Birds and Beaſts 
le can may receive ſome Benefit, but from thence is ſup- 
s and Pos'd the Riſe and Original of many Springs and 
when Rivers, which water the Valley, and are many 
bt of ways ſerviceable to Mankind . 2 
iner He whoſe Mercy is over all bis Works, waters the 
cking {rear Garden of the Earth, from the Bottles of the 
break; Clouds by Snow or Rain; and ſuits the Meaſure and 
ſcat · uration of both to the Neceſſity of the World, for 
which the Maintenance of Man and Beaſt. FE 
ſeen, By the Wildom of God, in thoſe Parts of the. 
their Worid, which the Antients thought ro be parch'd 
Praiſi pp and uninhabitable, they are fruitful and popvlous 
Kingdoms; by certain Winds that blow regularly 
or a great part of the hotteſt Seaſons of the Year 5; 


® olanlf nd by copious and laſting Rains that fall ar ſet 


e Mom — | | 
is Reon *. tn Lapland they can diſcern Pirs, and Precipices, and wild 
iſt, 1 beaſts, by the Light of the Moon and S1ars, refle&-d from the $ now; 
Kc. nd can travel with ſuch Swifineß and Convenience, that two Rein 
ft leg ee in Winter will draw a greater Load over the trodden nom than 4 
1s ert and ten Horſes can do in the Fields at other Times. Shefferius 
162: This in the Account given of the Alpine *prings, and be fe ur 
hops 8 preateſt Rivers in Europe that proceed from them. viz. ib: Rhine, 

ee Rhioſne, the Danube, and the tc; See Mr. Kay, of the Cons 

„eagences of the Deluge, 870; | 3 
DU: 0-11 a > Times; 
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Times; . by the Greatneſs of the Rivers which: fall 


not at uch certain Times to overflow their Banks; 
and by Winds that in many Places blow in the Night, 5 


from the Land Sea-ward, and in the Morning from 7 She 
the Sea towards the Land; by theſe, and ſome other ¶prov 
ſuch Things the Ground is moiſtned and refreſhed, cele 
and the Air temper'd. And even in our own. Cui any 

mate he fans the Air with his Wind, and cleanſeth on t. 
it by Rain and Thunder, that it may not be infecti. | Fig 
ous. He ſends nipping Froſts, and bids the Snow only 
to lie upon the Earth, for the Good ot the Corn, and his“ 
the greater Fruitfulneſs of the next Summer. Theſe Wtion 
are as neceſſary and beautiful in their Seaſon, as the} Diſ 
warm pleaſant Beams of the Sun in another Part of 5 
the Year.: For, a conſtant uninterrupted Courſe oc, + 
warm Weather and Sun-ſhine, would make the EartiWnati, 
fruiful only in Caterpillars "and Vermin ;. -wouldWther 
quickly produce a Peſtilence and contagious Diſeaſes WF nd 
and be more proper to fill Graves than Barns. Butl oupl 


the wiſe God directs and orders all theſe his Works. 
Therefore Praiſe the Lord, C PO? Praiſe i 1 
God, 2 Sion But, : 


II. How may the Conſideration of theſe wonder: WM the 
ful Works of God be improv'd, and what Acknow- 
led gments ought we to pay to the great Lord and wel 
Governor of che W orld, and what Inſtruction of par. 
our Duty be collected from them ? 3 
Firſt, All Men ſhould moſt humbly adore him, andi the; 
fear before him, and entertain moſt high and hono- Ir 
Table Thoughts of the bleſſed God. We are oblig d gov 
from the View of theſe his Works, to acknowledgf 
his Almighty Power, own his Sovereignty, reverence 
bis unſearchable Wiſdem, and ſanctify his great andBW1g] 
glorions Name. He is God alone, and there is none be. the 
fade him: The whole Earth is full 'of his Glory. Tho 1 
there may be further Excellencys of God, not ex- our 
Preſs'd in this viſible World, or in any Parts of it W. 
KnOWn to us. But in theſe are moſt unqueſHionabic 
> Z Diſcove-Þ# 
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E Diſcoverys of Infinite Power, and Adorable Wiſ- 
dom. 
Shall I need from hence to expoſe the Folly of 
thoſe, who granting the Exiſtence of God, deny his 
Providence, or confine it to the Heavens and the 
Celeſtial Bodys, allowing him no Concern at all for 


any thing here bleow, no Regard to what happens 
on this Side the Clouds, when he hath made himſelf 
viſible to every Eye, in all theſe his Works; 


{| only his Being in the Exiſtence of all Creatures, but 
Lands 
"heſel 
s the 
ſe off 
Zart 
ouldſſh ther, 
n Ends and Uſes for which they all ſerve, that we 
70 U 2 
orks. 


not 


his Wiſdom in their Frame, his Power in their Mo- 
tion, and his Goodneſs in the uſeful 1 and 
Diſpoſal of them? | 

So great is the Number, ſo various the Kinds, 
ſo beautiful the Parts, ſo regular the Subordi- 
nation and Subſerviency of one Thing to ano- 
and ſo admirably wiſe and good are tie 


ought molt humbly to adore him as Creator and 
Lord of all. 
The wonderful Order obſerv'd in theſe Things, 


Zin all Parts of the Univerſe, the Harmony and Con- 

cord of ſo many different Creatures for the Good of 
the whole, and the Continuance of them for ſo ma- 
"0 Ages, with ſuch conſtant Changes, ſuch juſt and” 
5 
n off 


well-order'd Revolutions, with a Thouſand other 


Particulars, are our continual Wonder, and which 


Wwe can never admire enough. 


10n0-| 
liz'd,8 
vledgh 


renceſgg any Magiſtracy to rule the State, or any body to 


ook after the Family, or any General to command 


And to conſider 


them, and not acknowledg a Providence, is a 


leſs Extravagance than to obſerve a State well 


govern'd, a Family well order'd, or an Army un- 
der good Conduct and Diſcipline, and yet deny 


the Army. 

Let not the Commonneſs of theſe Things take off 
our Wonder. Ler not the Conſtancy of ſeeing ſach 
Works of God every Year, ſtifle or abate our hum- 
ble Admiration of God, which is due on ſuch a 

0 2 Sight, 
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Sight *. The Things themſelves deſerve it, and 
our Relation to God, and our near Concern in theſe WM 
his Works, will oblige ug to it. Let us view them, 
not meerly to ſatisfy a rational Curioſity, but to 1 
ſerve the Ends of Religion; to increaſe our Know- Whi 
ledg of God, and Veneration for him, and be in- pf 
ſtructed in our Duty. Tis to this End they are 
Expos'd to our View; we are often ad moniſn d to 
regard them to this purpoſe; ; and tis to biem iſn the 
Divine Wiſdom, not to conſider 'em with this De» 
fign. When 1 conſider theſe things, faith Job, I am 
afraid of him. an | ſtand before this God it he be 
* angry, when I cannot ſtand before his Heat or his 
Cold? How eaſily can he cruſn and deſtroy we in 
BE Moment? How abſolutely within his Reach and E 
© Power is my Life and Breath, and all that Ihe! 
+ poſſeſs ? As is his Power, fo 1s his Wrath; molt ¶ thic 
glorious Power, and therefore moſt terrible Wrath! the 
This made the Diſtreſs and Canſternation of Job, the 
When he apprehended the Divine Diſpleaſure, ſay-Wthe 
ing, God maketh my Heart ſoft, and the Almighty = Wi 
troubleth me, Chap. 33. 24. As it he could no more VG 
bear vp under the Senſe of his mighty Anger, than W ſom 
the Wax can forbear melting betore the Fire. Ac: Cru 
cordingly in another Place he expoſt ulates with God, MW not 
Milt thou break a Leaf dri ven to and fru? Wilt thou pur ſue WW Th 
. #be dry Stubble ? Chap:1 3.25. A little Leaf can as ſ>on MW who 
ſtand before a tempeſtuous Wind, or dry Stubbleſ and 
ſtop the Rage of a conſuming Fire, as any Man be of 
able to reſiſt the Force of the Divine Power. If kia 
be angry, he can make bis Stars dart malignant li- Re: 
fluences upon us: By his Lightning, like a glitter. Wi 
Ing Arrow, he can pierce our Hearts: Showers off wh 
Vengeance may fall down upon our Heads from the hin 
Clouds: He can deſtroy us by Fire or Water, by anc 


Heat or Ons. His Earth may open and ſwallow us = we 

8 2 duo 

2 No more than 1b- 3 Courſe of Day and Night, "at 6: 

Dominion and Irftuence of the Sun and Mcon on ibe Earth, F or which 
fee Dr, N 2 Sacra, B. 3 C. 1. Pe 1 
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nd pp: His Wind may be imploy'd to plague us, 
eſe nd blow away ſuch finful Duſt and Aſhes. The 
em, Wneaneſt Creature with his Commiſſion, is ſtrong 
to enough to do it, Let us humbly adore and fear 
»- him 3 .remembring that our Forgetfulneſs of God, 
in 


od Contempt of him, is aggravated by what 


be ſe things, ſaith Elibu, be is greatly to be fed: 
ib him is Dominion, and Fear, and terrible Ma- 


ey, eb | m 
F ie ahferwable that after an Account of God's 


e be ſtretching out the North- Pole over the empty Spaces 
r his Mot the Air, and hanging this maſſy Earth upon no- 
Ie in Wthiog (for the Earth is ſuſpended in the Air, with- 
and out any ſolid Baſis to ſupport it from falling) after 
at 19 he had ſpoken of God's binding up the Waters in 
mo 


th! the Clouds not rent by 'em; and of his compaſſing 
Job, the Waters with Bounds, and meaſuring a Place for 
ſay-WWthe Sea; and of his awakening and rebuking the. 
igt) Winds, Sc. All theſe, ſaith Job, are but part of bis 
more WW Mays, Job 26. 14. This is a little Landskip but of 
than MW ſome few of his wonderful Works. Theſe are little 

Ac- Crums and Fragments of the Effects of his Power; 
God, not ſo much as a ſmall Whiſper to a loud Clap of 
purſue Thunder: For it follows, The Thunder of his Power 
ſoouſ who can wnderſtand? i. e. When we have ſaid 
vbbleW and thought all that we can utter or conceive 


in be of the Glory of God in theſe Things, there is 
If beſch a further Excellency and Glory beyond our 
1t In- Reach: There are Depths of Power, and 
litter Wiſdom, and Kindneſs in theſe Works of God 

ers of which we do not fathom. The more we know of 
m theſßz him, the more Reaſon ſhall we have to admire him, 
er, bi and to have reverent Thoughts of him. The more 
low u we diſcover of him, the more we diſcern him to be 


——W Superior to all his Works, and particularly to our 
ſelves, who are not of the higheit Order of them; 
but have the Honour and Advantage of a Caper, 
VVG —_ 


Wthick Clouds, and notwithſtanding their Heavineſs, 


ee ſee of God in every Seaſon of the Year, For 
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and Permiſſion to know, admire, and adore GOD, 


The Contemplation of his Works will aſſiſt us to do l 
ſo, and help to humble us under the Senſe of our im. r 
perfect Knowledg; whereby the moſt diligent and 


modeſt Enquirers into theſe” Things have herebpon 


profeſs'd their Ignorance, and they who have been WP 


more confident, have betray'd theirs. 


is certain that they, who by the Aſſiſtance off 


a good Glaſs, have view'd any of thefe common 
Works of God, do acknowledg an unexpreſſible 8 


Beauty, beyond what is diſcernable by the naked 


Eye. And here they have often with great Pleaſure 


obſerv'd ſuch an infinite Variety of curiouſly fipurd 
Snow, that it would be as impoſſible to draw the 
Figure and Shape of every one of them, as to imitate 
exactly the curious and Geometrical Mechaniſm off 


Nature in any one &. 


But if we had the moſt piercing Eye, comprehen- 
five Mind, and acute Judgment, to improve the} 

- Conſideration of theſe wonderful Works of God, we 
have not liv'd long enough to make due Enquirys, W 
and ſufficiently to conſider' em. How ſoon are we 
puzzbd to ſolve the Difficultys that ariſe from the 
moſt ordinary Things? How ealily may we be made} 
ſenſible of our Ignorance, if we let our Thoughts 
looſe to mount up into the Air, or walk over the 
Surface of the Earth, or wade thro? the Sea, or in- 
tently apply our Minds to any one Work of God inf 
either of theſe? There is not 4 7orſel of Ice, or 4 
Flake of Snow, or a Drop of Rain, or a Breath of Wind, 
but is the Work of GOD, and hath Wonders in it 


beyond our Reach F. 


6 


May 25. 1673. Numb. 92. 
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E what ſhall we think of the Magnitude, Situation, and Morian 
of the Sun, and other beavenly Bodys? The ſix d Stars, that appear 10 


our Eyes like ſhining Spangles, are by Artiſts affirm'd to exceed eq 


f them, above an Hundred Times the whole Globe of the py 


* Mr. Hooke's Micograph. Obſerv. XIV. Set. 2. 4 
Dr. Grew, of the Nature of Snow. Philoſophical TranſaQions, 
And Coſmologia Sacra, B. I. c. 3, 
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On. RE By an Enumeration of ſuch Inſtances GOD hum- 
> do bled Job, convinc'd bim of his Sovereignty, and 


Wrought him to an adoring Submiſſion.” Behold, I ar 


Im- 6 
— vile, what ſhall I anſwer thee? I will lay my Hand upon 
pon WP" Mouth; Once have I ſpoken, but I will not anſwer; 


been ea twice, but 1 will proced no further. Such Depths 
Jin the Works of Nature [ſhould be conſider'd to this 
e Of End, to teach us to adore him, of whom-are all things, 
and to whom are all things; to acquieſce in his Go- 


mond 
Fe ernment of the World; to ſubmit to every Reve- 
aked ation he makes of himſelf by his Word, or by his 
aſure Providence. For why ſhould we ſuppoſe there are no 
gur d Depths and Myſterys in theſe, when there are ſo 
” the many in the Works of Nature? Why ſhould we 
irate pretend to comprehend and fathom every thing, in 
n of what GOD ſpeaks by his Word, when we find our 
ſelves nonpluſt about his moſt common and ordinary 
hen- Works? His Wiſdom is adorable in theſe Things, 
the and much more in his Providential Government of 
1 we Men and Angels, and of all their Actions, even of 
irys, the moſt voluntary and moſt crafty Actions of evil 


e we Men, and evil Spirits: But much more glorious is 
4 the that, and other Divine Attributes in the Redemption 
made ef Mankind, and the Oeconomy of Man's Salvation by 
ughts Jeſus Chriſt, As to which, we may well cry out' 
- The with the Apoſtle, Ob the Depth of the Riches, both of 
or in. ebe Wiſdom and Knowledg of God! How unſearchable 
1d in re bis Judgments, and bis Ways paſt finding out? 

or 3 2. All Men are hence to be minded of their Obli- 
ind, I ggation to obey and ſerve him. Every Creature elle 


in it 


And the Sun, which is granted to be ſome Millions of Miles nearer 
« than the other fixed Stars, tho it ſeems, at this leſſer Diſtance 

't to be balf 4 Foot broad, is by the Genzrality of Mathemari- 
. ans, believ'd to be an Hundred and Threeſcore Times bigger 
ct 1005, than the Earth; and according to the later Calculation of {ome 
I. c. 3 accurate modern Artiſts, tis eſtimated to be Eight or Ten I bau- 
ines us big as the Terraqueous Globe; and by further Ob. 
Motion e, vations may perhaps be found to be yet much vaſter. See the Ho- 
ppear 11 orable Mr. Boyle, Of the high Veneration Man's Intellect 
be. e to God, 800 +4 1-4 
? Earl, 177 70 5 


— — 


you 


— 
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Fon ſee is directed by his Will, and anſwers to his frui 
Command ; and ſhall we gainſay the Orders of our Di 

Maker, which are duly obſerv'd by the whole Cre- 
ation beſides? Shall we ſo far forget our ſelves, as 
to expoſtulate with him about what he enjoyns, or 

ſcruple his Right of Authority to command us? 
Shall we ſo far forget the Example of our Fellow- Þ 
Creatures, as not readily to comply with his Plea- 
ſure, and yield dutiful Homage to his moſt wiſe and 
holy Will ? Shall Snow and Rain, Clouds and Mete - 
ors fulfil bis Word, and ſhall we contradi&t and re- ing 
fuſe what he requires of us? Shall Thunder and 
Lightning; and Hoary Froſt, anſwer preſently to his 

Call, and ſay, Here we are; and ſhall we boggle, and 
heſitate, and demur, whether we will do what he 
would have us, and go where he ſend us, and be 
pleas'd with what he appoints ? 1 1 


Any little Diſturbance in the common Courſe of 
Nature doth ſenſibly affect us. If the ordinary Laws 
of the Creation be tranſgreſꝰd or vary'd from, in 
the leaſt Inſtance, we are ſtartled and amaz d pre- A 
ſently : while we do not reſent, or lay to Heart the ti 

Irregularity of our own Lives and Actions, Which 
are a greater Blemiſh to the Beauty of the Univerſe, 
>Twas by our Apoſtacy from God, and Diſbbedi- 

| ence to him, that the Earth was curs'd ; and to this 
„ Day the Strength and Beauty of the Creation lan- 
gauiſheth, and groans under that Vanity, to which it | 
is ſubjected for the Sin of Man. Let the Contem- | 

plation of all the Works of God teach us ready Obe- 

dience to his Sovereign Will We have no Pat- By 

tern or Partners of our Diſobedience to it, in the 
whole Creation, on this Side Hell. We mult fetch 

the Inſtance from the Bottomleſs Pit, if we have 

any ; for God is readily obey'd by all his other 

Creatures, except the Devil and his Angels. 

3. From what is ſeen of God in theſe Things, we 

are incourag'd to ſeek to him by Prayer, on all Oc- i 
caſions. Moderate or unſeaſonable 1 4 
1 „„ Tun 
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is fruitful or a barren Year, are at his Pleaſute and 
ur Diſpoſal. He wit hholdeth Kain, when there are yet three 
e- EM onths unto Harveſt, and conſequently it is moſt 
38 ede . He cauſeth the Labour of the Olive to fail 
or (or lie) ſo as to diſappoint che Hopes of the Huſ- 
s ? MWbandinan, by not performing what it promis d. He 
w- can either bind up the [Influences of tleaven, or 
a- make the Meteors of the Air to ſerve the Firth. 
nd Therefore ſeeł him, who maketh the ſeven Stars and 
te 3 Orion, and turnetb the Shadow of Death into the Horn- 
re- inge "Who maketh the Day dark with Night (ordering 
d Uthe one to ſucceed the other) Mo call: + f: 7 the NA. 
his Peers of the Sea, and pours them out upon the Earth; Fe- 
Hovab is bis Name, Amos 4. 7, 8. The ſeven vtars 
or Pleiades) are mention 'd with Orion, being the 
ro famous Conſtellations, the one in the Weſt, 
the other in the Eaſt; the one in the Sprips, the 


of Mother in the beginning of Winter; one attended. 
aws with Rain, the other with Storms and hard Wes⸗ 
in ther: Theſe are aſcrib'd to GOD a3 their Maker, 
re- And theſe are mention'd with two other Con'tella- 
the tions, relating to the other two Qvirters of the 


hich | 
er ſe. -3 
edi- 


Wear, viz, Mazaroth and Arcturus, Job 38. 31, 32. 


anſt thou bind the ſweet Influences of the Pleiades, hen. 
hey open the Earth, and cauſe the Herbs, and Fluw- 


this ers, and Fruits to come forth, ſo as to keep bick the 
lan- pring ? Or on the other Hand, Canſt thou looſe the 
ch it Bands of Orion, when the Earth is bound up by a 

tem- {cold and froſty Seaſon, and ſtormy Winds, ſo as to 


be- eep off Winter? Canſt thou brin 's forth Mararoth in 


Pat- is Seaſon, or canſt thou guide Arturus with his Sons ? 
the ls it by thy Power chat the reſt of the Stars, great 
fetch 5 and ſmall, appear in the Southern and the Northern 
have Pigns in their proper Seaſons ? Alf the kind Influen- 


other es of any of theſe is owing to God; unto him we 

mouſt pray, and unto him return Thanks. Ic is his 
Work: He is not neceſſitated to beſtow them, but 
Noth it freely: And we have forfeited theſe common 
Pleſſings, and * juſtly be deny'd their Coatinu- 
| D 


ance; 


8, We 
} Oc- 
15 4 
fruit 


26 Winter Meditations: Or, 


ance, He expects to be acknowledg'd and ſought 2X 
to, with reference to "theſe things; and hath often 
own'd and rewarded Prayer from others, beſides the 
Prophet Elijah, who when the Famine was ſore in z 
Samaria, by Prayer obtain'd Rain, 1 Kings 18. 41. 
The Influence of a ſerious Reflection on theſe E 
Works of God, will reach further with reſpe& to 
Prayer: It will oblige us to acknowledge God's 
Hand in healthful and ſeaſonable Weather, to beg it 
of God from time to time, and to deprecate the Miri 
long Continuance of violent Heat or Cold, as what 
would prove a judgment: And therefore in a froſty 
Seaſon we may well and lawfully pray, that God 
would pleaſe, in his due time, to make the Waters 1 
Lt to flow again, I 
. We are hence incourag'd to truſt in GOD. He 4 
vo hath all Creatures in the Air, and Earth, and e 
Sea at his Command ; who, by his univerſal Preſence, 3Z 
actuates all their powers, and wiſely directs all theirl AM 
Motions, and hath given proof of his ſteddy Faith. 1 pc 
fulneſs, by continuing to do ſo every Year, in all 
Ages and Generations to this Day; he is worthy off * 
our Dependance and Truſt, and may juſtly challenge heit 
it. He can do great things that we cannot compre - 
hend, marvellous things without number. Who ca 
diſannul his Purpoſe, or turn his Hand when hel 
ſtretcheth it out ? What can be a Difficulty to bim! > 


who made and maintaineth all things? Can we fall Ss W 
ſo low, that he cannot raiſe us? Or be reduc'd toll bs an 
ſuch Straits, wherein he cannot help? If we are di Priſe 
ſtreſs'd at Sea or Land, is not He Lord of both efor 
and preſent every where! ? Can we ſtand in need hit 


a ſtronger Arm, or deeper Wiſdom, than is diſcogWudde 
ver'd in the Works of Nature and daily Providence he 

The Jews are call'd upon in this Pialm to trübe 1; 
GOD, and own him in his Providential Diſpenſaſoſt 
tions, becauſe the numbring of the Stars, and ti mi 
Government of the Heavenly Bodys is aſcrib'd nd F 


him, as well as the Diſpoſal of Froſt and Snow, * alt / 


\ 
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s telleth the number of the Stars, he calleth them all ly 
their Names, ver. 4. The Stars of Heaven, they ob- 


ht 


en 


he ferve their Courſes, and many ways influence the 
in Earth; and notwithſtanding the vaſt Magnitude and 
11, Nereat Variety of them, and of their ſeveral Motions, 
eſe they continue till to do fo, becauſe of his Ordinance 
to Wand Appointment, Theſe Stars (which are ſo im- 
d's poſſible to be numbred by us, that they are joyn'd 
it with the Sand upon the Sea-ſhore for multitude) 
the they are not only numbred, but particularly known 


by him : All their Powers, Qualitys and Influences 
Fare created by his Word (or an Expreſſion of his 
God Will) and are perfectly at his Command: the whole 
ters Hoſt of them are ſo, as Soldiers at the Direction of 
their General. To by | 


hat 
oſty 


ne Can we believe this, and think the great Affairs 
and ef Mankind are excluded his Inſpection and Care? 
ence, an we imagine he 1s an idle Spectator of the Revo- 


their Wution of Kingdoms, and all the Changes that hap- 
aith . pen to publick Societys 2 The Advancement of Prin- 
in all es to a Throne, or their Removal ? which way ſo- 
hy of ever it be brought about, either by themſelves, or 


lengeWheir Subjects, by a Civil, a Natural, or a Violent 


pre-. Peath. Are not the Hearts and Lives of the great- 


10 can ſt Perſonages in his Hand? who can turn them as 
en hebe Rivers of Water, as eaſily as he can diſſolve the 


0 him, dnow.-or Ice. 
ye fal We need fear no Enemys or Dangers if he be with 
Cd tos and for us; for all Creatures obey him. If he 
are di- Priſe for our Help, all Enemies are ſcatter'd as Chaff 
both efore the Wind, and as a rolling thing before the 
need Wbirlwind. How powerfully can he ſave? How 
diſcoMudgenly can he deſtroy ? None of the Grandees of 
denceWhe World can ſtand before his Cold or Heat, or 
o trulWhe leaſt Creature arm'd with his Commiſſion. The 
iſpenſt Wolt inconſiderable of them are ſometimes imploy'd 
and tp mighty Works of Mercy or Judgment. Princes, 
ib'd nd Popes, and Emperors have been devour'd, and 
w, Cat Armies diſcomfited, by ſuch little Creatures as 
_: D 2 Lice, 
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Lice, and Mice, and Locuſts, and a Troop of Y 
Flys. W hile we can hope for his Preſence, in the 
Diſcharge of our Duty, we may. be confident that Vr 
there is no threatning Danger he cannot prevent ; Wi 
no miſchievous Deſign againſt us but he can defeat: 
And this ſometimes by ſurprizing Arts and Methods. 
of Providence, ſo as to hide thoſe whom he intends if 
to preſ-rve. I have read of one who was purſn'd by 
bloody Perſecutors to the Houſe where he took Shel- ſp 
ter, who crept into a Hole, over which a Spider 
quickly weav'd a Cobweb; and fo when he was ti 
ſought for, the Place of his Concealment was not ali 
ſuſpected. The Hope of the Hypoctite and Ungod- 
Iy is compar'd to a Spider's Web, ſo weak a thing, 
ſo eaſily broken, and ſwept away; but che Divine 
Wiſdom can make a little Cobw eb as good a Defence 
and Preſervative as the ſtrongeſt Fortreſs, or a Mu · of 
nition of Rocks. and 
Ihe good Effect of the Winter's Froſt and Snow ty, 
Is perceiv'd very often the ſollowing Summer, and this 


ſhould encourage us to truſt in God, for a good Ie God 

of the darkeſt and moſt ſevere Diſpenſations of Pro- Life 

vidence, which tor the preſent have another Appear-W Da, 

ance. As when a Gardner is ſcen to pull up ſomeih Sun 
delightful Flowers by the Roots, to dig up thi 5 
| Earth, and cover it with Dung, ſome ignorant Per- Peo 
„ ions may be ready to charge him with ſpoiling thei pra: 
| Garden; but when the Spring is arriv'd, there "Y obj. 
be ſufficient Ground to acknowledg his Wiſdom ing unc 

what he did. | Pra 

And ſome Aſſiſtance it may give us to belierel ple. 

that the regular Hope and Truſt of good Men ſhall to: 

not be diſappointed by GOD, becauſe he doth everjW and 

Year ſo pnncually ſatisfy the ExpeQtation of ti ful 


Heathen, yea, of the Beaſts of the Field, and th 

Fowls of the Air, in the Succeſſion of Day 2nd Night] 
Summer and Winter. It may encourage us to loc 
for Light after a time of Darkneſs, and a joyfif 
Morning atter a Night of Sorrow. There is an c 
ſervabl 
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Wcrvable Viciſſitude of Good and Evil in the Affairs 


nd Conditions of Mankind, and of the Church. It 

hat as ſo in the State of the Jewiſh Church (and the 
nt; Mike is true of other Kingdoms) with reſpect to their 
:everal Kings and Princes. Things were bad enough 


n the time of Saul; of David and Solomon they were 


nds petter: Reboboam and Abijab bad; Aſa and 7eboſophat 
| by good: Joram and Joaſh bad; Uzziah and Jotham 
hel- Wood : Abaz bad; Hezekiah good: Manaſſeb and 
ider ¶ Ammon bad again; Joſiab good, and his Succeſſors 
was till the Captivity all bad: After the Captivity good, 
not Wa little reviving. This is to be obſerv'd alſo in 
god- more private Inſtances, and is ſuited to our middle 
1ing, tate in this World, between the perfect Joys of 
wine Heaven, and the unmix'd Sorrows of Hell: And 
fence this is proper to prevent our Deſpondency in a Time 
Mu- of Affliction, as if we ſhould never be deliver'd; 


and to check our Pride and Confidence in Proſperi- 
Snow ty, as if our Mountain ſhould never be mov'd. By 
„ and this Means we mey be brought to own the Hand of 
| 1{1u: WF God ia all our Comforts and Croſſes, and to live a 
Pro- Life of Faith and Dependance on him, Whoſe is the 
pear- Day, and alſo the Night, and who maketh Winter and 
ſom: Summer, 5 | 
» the F. Let the Inhabitants of Sion and Jeruſalem, the 
Per- People in a viſible Relation to God, more eſpecially 


1g the traiſe him. All the Works of God do praiſe him 
e will objectively, tho' they know not themſelves, and are 
om in uncapable of Active, Intelligent Adoration and 


ZE Praiſe: Therefore bis Saints do bleſs him, How 


elicve, 8 pleaſing was the Meditation of theſe Works of God 
n ſhall to the Pfelmiſt, who thereupon breaks out into Joy 
everſßß and Praiſe ! Pſalm 104. 24, ard 34. The Earth v5 
of the ful of his Riches, all wait upon him; He opens his 
d the; Hand, and fills em with Good He bides his Face, and 
Night they are troubled; if be take away their Breath, they die- 
o loc He ſends forth bis Spirit, and they are created; and 
joy full be renews the Face of the Farth. The Glory of the Lord 


an ch. 
ervabi 8 


Hall endure for ever, the Lord ſhall rejcyce in bis 
3  : 
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Works. Shall Snow and Hail, and Froſt and Ice 
ſhew forth the Praiſe of GOD, and ſhall not we 


extol him? The Pſalmiſt ſummons the moſt inſen- i 
ſible Creatures, Heavens and Earth, Sea and Land, 
Snow and Vapours, Clouds and Hail, and all bis Hoſt, 
to praiſe the Name of the Lord. He commanded, and 
the; were created: He made them, and he rules 
them: They bear ſome Impreſſion of their Maker: 
They punctually obſerve his Orders, and do his 
We will therefore praiſe the Lord, for his 

Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Faithfulneſs, and Sove- i 


Will. 


reignty in all his Works. 


We are greatly concern'd to do ſo, conſidering i 
that whatever Good or Kindneſs we receive by any 
of theſe wonderful Works of GOD, they are di- 
reed by his Providence, diſpos'd to us by his wiſe | 
and bountiful Hand, and arc diſpens'd and given to | 
us out of his Exchequer. If we want any of theſe i 
Bleſſings, which according to th? Conc ic of Nature, | 
and che Seaſon of the Year, we may expect, how || 
importunately do we cry? And when we receive 
'em duly, without Interruption, ſhall * GOD be 
 overlook'd ? Shall Diſtreſs and Trouble put us upon 
Prayer? And ſhall not Love and Gratitude to God 
__ awaken our Praiſes, when we receive em? We com- 
monly and truly ſay, that Atheiſts are not thankful, | 
becauſe they acknowledg not a GOD, from whom 
And is it not Practical 
Atheiſm, to neglect the Sacrifice of Praiſe, (Which 
he will own and accept as a Sacrifice) when every 
Year we largely partake of his Bounty in theſe 
Things? Shall we give the Glory to Second Cavles, | 


all their. Mercys come. 


which is due to the Firſt and Supreme? Ought we 
not to ſay. That "tis of the Lord's Mercy, our com- 


mon Bleſſings are not blaſted, and turn'd to a | 
Curſe ? Ought we not to praiſe him with the Voice 
of Thankſgiving, that in this Winter-Seaſon we have 
Houſes to thelter us, and Clothes and Fire to warm 
us, and Food to refreſh us; and are preſet vd in go- 
985 ing 
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ing out, and returning Home, and our Bones not 
broken (as is the Caſe of many) by a ſudden Slip or 
= Fall? and praiſe him we ought to do, by aſſiting 
and relieving the Poor, that they alſo may rejoyce, 
= and give Thanks to God. 
The Duty is ingeminated, Praiſe the Lord, O Je- 
= ruſalem ! Praiſe thy God, O Sion It imports the 
:moſt earneſt Deſire of the Pſalmiſt, that God ſhould 
is have his Due; and withal the wretched Backward- 
= neſs of our Hearts to the Work of Praiſe, and that 
it ovght to be continu'd and repeated. But in this 
and all other Caſes of Thankſgiving, we muſt re- 
member the Order to be obſerv'd in Praiſe as well as 
W Prayer, i. e. to prefer Spiritual Bleſſings in Heaven- 
ly Thiogs in Chriſt, before Temporal, We bleſs 
God for our Food and Raiment, for our Basket and 
Store, for Protection and Proviſion, for the former 
W and latter Rain, for the Showers 'of Heaven, and 
fruitful Seaſons, for Froſt and Snow, and Winds and 
Clouds, Cc. but above all for our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and bis Holy Goſpel, and the Means and Hopes of 
everlaſting Mercy. As to the former, happy are 
the People that are in ſuch a Caſe; but unſpeakably 
more bleſſed are they, whoſe God is ; the Lord, 
Laſtly, Let us endeavour to make it manifeſt up- 
on good Grounds, that this God is our God in 
nom Covenant. Till by Repentance towards God, and 
ical Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and unfeign'd De-' 
= votedneſs to him, we are intereſted in his Covenant- 
Favour, and can ſay, This GOD is our GOD; 
there is no Attribute or Work of GOD, no Diſ- 
covery or Manifeſtation of himſelf in Nature or 
Providence, but is Matter of Terror to us. What 
; a perplexing confounding Thought muſt it be, to 
o a | apprehend this GOD, who made and manages all 
ice WW Things, to be my Enemy ? or not to know, that 
be is my Friend? How comfortable is it, on the 
other Hand, to be able to conſider, that the great 
Lord and Ruler of all this World is my reconcil'd 
605, 
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ExpeQation from him of all needful Supply, for 


Life and Godlineſs ? With what Patience and Peace 
may we poſſeſs our Souls, in the moſt dark and 
difficult Times? Tho? the Earth ſhould be never : 
ſo unquier, the Foundations of it mov'd, and the 
Pillars thereof ſhaken, we may rejoyce in "the Lord, 
and wait for his Salvation. For Sion's GOD reigns; 
in whoſe Hand are all the Works of Nature, all the 4 
Motions of Providence, all the Events of Time, and 
all our Concerns for ETERNITY. 4 
And if nom he be ſo wonderful in theſe ordinary 
Works; and every Winter, and every Summer 


GOD, and Father? That he who hath all Creature; 
at his Diſpoſe is my beſt Friend? What a Privilege 
is it to be adopted into his Family? to be under 
his peculiar Care and Charge? to have an afſur'd 


we have ſo much Reaſon to adore and praiſe him; 


How much greater Wonders of glorious Wiſdon U 
Power and Love, hath he prepar'd, and reſervd in 
the upper, detter World, for his Friends and Chil- _ 
if there be ſo much Matter of Admiration _ 
now, by what is viſible in the inferior Creatures _ 
of this Earth; with what raviſhing Splendor will 
the Brightneſs of his Glory appear hereafter? 
when the Veil ſhall be remov'd, and our Capacitys _ 
enlarg'd, and our Souls admitted to bebold him Face 
to Face, and know as we are known, Therefore, for 
all we now (ce and know of GOD, or hope to do- 
hereafter, (as the God of Nature, Grace, and Glory) 
Praiſe the Lad, 0 e Praiſe 17 God, of 


dren 


Sion! 
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